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Kindergarten Design

Lorenzo Noé Studio di Architettura

Nursery School La Malpensata

The layout of kindergarten is very simple.
It is organized on a promenade, which
runs for about 100 metres, from the glazed
entrance hall to the garden.

On the north side we can find the main
units, constituted of two rooms, one
dressing space, and one bathroom. The
bathroom borders the rooms, so the
children will be safely able to learn by
themselves how to use it.

On the other side we find the special
rooms: dormitory, painting room and the
room for physical activities.

This one is an involving space. Inside
you feel like in a grotto with an ice floor.
Qutside the room looks like a space ship
landed in the garden. Light gets in from
eighteen portholes, set on the wall and on
the vault at different levels, and it always
changes during the day and the seasons.

The outer shell is made of copper sheets;
the inner surface is covered with lime,
contrasting with the floor made of resin.

There is always a straight connection

between classrooms and open spaces. In
fact the school has a big garden on the
south-west side and smaller gardens on the
other side.

The natural light illuminates the inner
spaces in different ways: the classroom's
windows are conventional, the restroom’s
windows are ribbon and child-sight tall,
and the dormitories' windows are high.

The inside promenade must seem like
a motion-picture's sequence. After the
entrance, glazed and bright, there is a
shady corridor that brings to the section's
classrooms which entries are lighted from
on high.

The corridor toward the garden is glazed
and looking out from this space it is
possible to see the psychomotor classroom
that, with its external shape, frames the
panorama of historic centre.

Color and Light

The classroom's partition walls and
ceilings are painted with neutral colors that
encourage the attention.
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Entrance space and restrooms are painted with four colors: green, blue, red and orange.

The north wall of the inner promenade is yellow as the external wall that goes outside in the
garden. The other external vertical painted surface is the south-west wall of the technological
station. ’

The dormitory's surfaces are painted with different sky-blue: the ceiling's lights reproduce
Pisces's and Cancer's constellations that induce sleep, as in the astrology's suggestion.

The kind of light's and color's experience that the designer looked for was multipurpose.

Rectangular and regular rooms contrast with involving spaces and the height of the ceilings
changes continuously.
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The straight space of the inner promenade meets the leisure room, rectangular, and the
psychomotor classroom.

In the common garden can take place many activities that involve all the classes, whereas the
smaller section's garden can be used as open air laboratories or kitchen gardens.

Structure

All the school's structures are designed to be resistant also during an earthquake. The main
volume has a structure made by concrete pillars and beams.

Whereas the structure of the psychomotor classroom is made by steel shell-shaped portals, witha
transversal secondary structure that supports the first layer of a wooden facing.
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