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ARCHSTUDIO FIRMA QISHE COURTYARD, UN PROGETTO FINALIZZATO AL RIUSO 
DI UNA TRADIZIONALE ABITAZIONE A CORTE CINESE ALL'INTERNO DI UN HUTONG A PECHINOLIVE

CASA SETTE
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ARCHSTUDIO HA INTRODOTTO 
LE VERANDE COME ELEMENTI 
CHE RIDISEGNANO L’HUTONG, 
OFFRENDO VISTE INTERNE 
SPETTACOLARI E UN 
ATTRAVERSAMENTO GIOCOSO 
DELLO SPAZIO
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ARCHSTUDIO E IL TEMA DELL’HUTONG

QiShe Courtyard è l’ultimo progetto per il riuso di un hu-
tong pechinese di Archstudio, che si confronta con il tema 
a partire dal 2015, proponendo soluzioni diverse, tutte nella 
prospettiva di riparare e riusare l’antico. Il primo, Xinsi Hu-
tong House (2015) è una casa di mattoni grigi per una gio-
vane copia all’estremità di un piccolo Hutong nel distretto 
di Dongcheng. Gli interni sono completamente bianchi, 
per donare a spazi che hanno aperture limitate un’atmo-
sfera luminosa. Qui un vano scale con gradini e parapetto 
in acciaio traforato permette alla luce che proviene da un 
lucernario in copertura di attraversare l’intero volume. La 
composizione astratta e sospesa contrasta con la materia-
lità dell’involucro esterno. Il secondo, Tea House in Hutong 

-
cessità funzionali, con un corridoio sinuoso intervallato da 

riparato, adattando le strategie di intervento allo stato di 
-

ciamento di materiali tradizionali e contemporanei con il 
bambù delle verande. Nel successivo, Twisting Courtyard 
(2017), il contrasto fra le parti conservate e aggiunte è più 
evidente. Dà nome al progetto la trasformazione - il twist 

-
na. Occasione è stata la necessità di dotare lo Siheyaun 
delle infrastrutture necessarie alla vita contemporanea, 
quindi i progettisti si sono sbarazzati dell’impressione ste-
reotipata della casa a corte tradizionale per creare un’at-
mosfera aperta e dinamica.
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purely contemporary elements. This is evident starting with the en-
trance to the street, where the portcullis of the driveway and a tra-
ditional door coexist on the same façade. The wooden beams and 
some arched door openings from the Republican period have also 

as installations, parking spaces, bathrooms and a kitchen have 
been added. The seven existing buildings are organised around 
three courtyards, which are progressively more intimate and re-

is reserved for communal activities - a living room, tea room, din-
ing room and kitchen - while the third has bedrooms, a study and 
another tea room. Archstudio has introduced verandas - another 
element of traditional architecture - in the hutong’s redesign, of-
fering spectacular interior views and a playful crossing of space. 

removed the front and back walls and moved the entrance door to 
one side. Some historical elements have been preserved, such as 
the portal and the carvings in the door’s arched opening, as well 
as a now withered tree. Conversely, the dividing wall with the cen-
tral courtyard has been dismantled to make way for a veranda. 
The second courtyard is characterised by a U-shaped glass veran-
da, which repeats the traditional symmetrical scheme and ampli-

roof, the curvature of which rises above the eaves lines. Here the 
kitchen window can be completely opened onto the courtyard, 
which becomes an extension of the interior space. In the middle 
of the dining room wall a restored arched door forms the entrance 
to the last courtyard, where the curved glass walls of the veranda 
follow the position of the trees. The choice of materials favours 
the integration of old and new: the pine beams of the roof have 
been retained and damaged components replaced with the same 
material, while laminated bamboo - a material with greater me-
chanical properties than wood - has been used for the verandas, 
doors, windows and some of the furnishings. Interestingly, the 
cladding of the curved roofs is formed of a grey polymer mortar, 
which has similar tones to the tiles of the sloping roofs. Archstu-
dio founder Han Wenqiang explained in an interview with Vladimir 

a context where every aspect of the life of a common family was 
-

ent”. And in doing so, Archstudio favours bringing nature into the 
architecture and integrating interior with exterior. Indeed, for Han 
Wenqiang architecture is a medium for creating the right balance 
between nature and buildings, establishing a dialogue between 
people and structures and creating new experiences that are not 


